NEW  SET-UP  URGED 
FOR  SLOW  PUPILS 


5-Year  Report  Seeks  Drastic  | 
Changes  in  School  Program 
for  Handicapped  Students 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE  ASKED 


Study  Requests  Abolition  of  | 
Open-Air  Classes  as  Failing 
to  Fulfill  Requirements 


Drastic  changes  in  the  program  I 
offered  by  the  New  York  City! 
school  system  for  its  25,000  phyal-l 
cally  and  mentally  handicapped! 
children,  which  would  extend  spe-l 
cial  educational  services  and  mod-1 
ernize  the  whole  field  of  instruc-l 
tion,  were  recommended  yesterday! 
In  a five-year  report  released  by  I 
James  Marshall,  president  of  the  I 
Board  of  Education.  V 

Conducted  with  the  assistance  of  I 
500  educators,  physicians  and  other  I 
specialists,  the  study  covers  every! 
phase  of  education  needed  by  physi-f 
cally  or  mentally  handicapped  chil- 1 
dren.  Cooperation  was  received  I 
from  the  New  York  Academy  of  I 
Medicine  and  other  authorities.  I 
Extension  of  both  the  regular  I 
school  health  service  and  the  spe-l 
cial  service  for  physically  handi-l 
capped  boys  and  girls  in  the  aca-l 
demic  and  vocational  high  schools! 
is  proposed.  I 

Moreover,  it  is  recommended  that! 
special  provision  be  made  for  all | 
below- par  children,  including  those  f 
recovering  from  acute  illness,  those  I 
with  low  vitality  and  children  I 
whose  general  physical  status  is  be- 1 
low  normal.  P 

All  of  the  237  open-air  classes  1 
should  be  discontinued,  according  I 
to  the  study,  and  modern  facilities  I 
substituted  for  pupils  in  these  J 
classes.  Five  thousand  children  at- 
tend these  classes  at  present.  ■ 

In  all,  close  to  25,000  pupils  are  l 
LnC^UC^Ct^  *n  8Pec^a*  classes  fori 
fTimuicapped.  Tlieae  include  classes T 
for  the  blind,  cardiopathic,  crippled  [ 
and  deaf;  hospital,  open-air  and  I 
sight  conservation  classes,  and  I 
those  for  the  tubercular  and  chil- 1 
dren  with  retarded  mental  develop- 1 
ment.  In  addition,  2,000  are  found  [ 
in  the  ‘homebound"  category. 

Another  recommendation  would 
establish  a permanent  medical  and 
educational  advisory  committee  to 
confer  with  the  school  authorities 
on  the  program  for  physically  han- 
dicapped children. 

Responsibility  for  present  defi- 
ciencies is  attributed  to  a failure 
to  keep  abreast  of  changing  thought 
based  upon  medical  and  educational 
advances  and  to  a lack  of  coordi-  I 
nated  effort.  To  coordinate  and  | 
modernize  the  program,  the  com- 1 
mittee  recommends  that  educa- 
tional services  to  all  groups  of  phys- 
ically handicapped  children  be  I 
placed  under  the  administration  of  | 
a single  qualified  official  who  would  I 
be  assigned  to  this  task  on  a full- 1 
time  basis.  . 

With  respect  to  open-air  classes,  L 
the  study  asserts  that  they  do  not 
effectively  meet  the  needs  of  phys- 
ically below-par  children.  Abolition 
of  these  classes  is  recommended, 
and  it  is  proposed  that  the  pupils 
be  assigned  to  regular  classes  and 
receive  special  attention. 

Instead  of  special  classes,  the 
committee  suggests  that  children 
whoso  physical  status  is  below  nor- 
mal may  benefit  from  a lightened 
school  program,  with  rest  periods 
during  the  day.  All  schools,  it  was 
held,  should  have  facilities  for  re- 
laxation and  rest. 

The  point  is  made  that  “educa- 
tional programs  should  minimize, 
not  emphasize,"  the  concern  of  phvs- 
icallv  handicapped  children  about 
their  differences  from  normal  chil- 
dren. 

Implications  of  the  report  will  be 
discussed  at  a dinner  this  evening  I 
at  the  Hotel  Roosevelt  at  which 
Mrs.  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  and 
Mayor  La  Guardia  will  speak. 

Dr.  Hurold  W.  McCormick,  for-  ■ 
mcr  confidential  secretary  to  Mr.  I 
Marshall,  was  director  of  studies  I 
for  the  report. 


